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Baltimore County SUPPORTS House Bill 206 — Unaccompanied Minors in Need of
Shelter and Supportive Services. This bill authorizes an unaccompanied minor in need of shelter
to consent to shelter and supportive services.

Homelessness is a complex and difficult issue that requires comprehensive policy
solutions. Baltimore County supports efforts to address the needs of our homeless population,
particularly the especially vulnerable population of homeless youth.

The bill enables that support by providing emergency shelter to individuals experiencing
homelessness in Baltimore County and expanding the ability to shelter homeless youth. While
current policy states that a person seeking shelter must be 18 years of age or older, passage of
this bill would allow unaccompanied homeless youth to be housed. These youth can benefit from
access to a safe shelter with supportive services, preventing the potential victimization and
trauma that could result from being turned away.

Accordingly, Baltimore County requests a FAVORABLE report on HB 206. For more
information, please contact Chuck Conner, Chief Legislative Officer, 443-900-6582.
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